of the Defense Production Act and Manufacturing Technolog programs. Other programs, such as the Advanced Research Projec Agency's Technology Insertion Programs and DOD's Manufactunn Technology Program, helped to create a demand for advance materials and processes by reducing the front-end risk to industry. 1 view of the new mission expressed in the fiscal year 1993 president!; initiative on advanced materials and processing, which includes amon its strategic objectives the bridging of the gap between innovation an application of advanced materials technologies, government shoul organize itself to support this objective. A necessary condition is th timely, wide dissemination of materials R&D information.
The federal agencies involved most likely would be thoj having major materials programs as outlined in the Advance Materials and Processing Program Plan report (FCCSET, 1992). Th strategy suggested is that:
• The federal government could establish a clearinghouse activity to serve as a single source of readily available information containing relevant aspects of all federally funded materials programs that spanned the range of basic research through pilot production. The information would describe the materials being developed and commercialized under federal sponsorship, the funding levels, milestones, and so on. Such a data base would allow better coordination among all federally funded materials efforts, resulting in reinforcing comprehensive efforts; for example, facilitating the identification of program gaps and overlap areas. Industry and academia would have access to the "big picture" and thus be able to anticipate when materials of interest would be available for use. In addition, industry could be asked to assess the commercialization potential of specific developmentt is not patented) rights. The Center for Strategic and International Studies committee, chaired by Senator Jeff Bingaman, addressed this problem and its effects:
